
Winter Hikes and Waterfalls 

Winter is here and it’s time to hit the trails and seek out waterfalls! 

 

One of the major drawcards to Perth Hills Mundaring is the Railway Reserves Heritage Trail, a 41km trail retracing 

the old Eastern Railway, traversing through forest, historical villages and even a haunted tunnel! The trail is broken 

into three sections which can be broken down even further between settlements where you can complete small 

sections at a time. The north section runs between Bellevue and Mount Helena and takes in the Swan View 

Tunnel, the oldest railway tunnel in Western Australia, before continuing through natural bushland and waterfalls of 

John Forrest National Park.  

 

John Forrest National Park is home to two waterfalls. National Park Falls is a sheer drop waterfall over 20 meters of 

rock face one kilometre west along the Railway Reserves Heritage Trail from the main picnic area. On the eastern 

side of the main picnic area is Hovea Falls, a gentle body of water undulating over a granite outcrop and offering 

many waterside surfaces to enjoy a packed lunch. 

 

Several trails within the park are also suitable for viewing the waterfalls. The Hovea Falls Trail is a 1.9km out and 

back trail ideal for all members of the family, especially those with little legs that may get tired. For those up for more 

of a challenge, the 15 km Eagle View Walk Trail takes in both waterfalls and boasts the most spectacular views 

across to the coastal plain.  

 

The Christmas Tree Creek Walk Trail is a shorter version of Eagle View at 10.5km but still provides stunning 

views, including glimpses of Hovea Falls, in less time and a slightly lower grading. When the wildflower season 

commences, it’s hard to go past the Wildflower Walk Trail, which has a brief diversion near the end to Hovea 

Falls—the best of nature in winter or spring. While in John Forrest National Park, another trail to consider is Glen 

Brook Trail, an easy 2.2km loop around the Glen Brook Dam featuring beautiful views over the dam and 

wildflowers as we get closer to spring.  

 

Resuming the Railway Reserves Heritage Trail to the east of John Forrest National Park, you will find the 

settlements Parkerville, Stoneville and Mount Helena. All have points of interest of historical significance as well as 

popular taverns to quench any thirst! Mount Helena is where the trails south section via Darlington and Mundaring 

and north section meet up to continue towards Wooroloo, passing through the scenic man-made Lake 

Leschenaultia.  

 

Lake Leschenaultia has its own 3km walking loop around the lake perimeter as well as a 5.2km mountain bike 

circuit within the reserve. You can enjoy getting back to nature amongst the marri and wandoo trees, and bird lovers 

will be delighted with the abundance of birdlife. While swimming might not be on the agenda in winter, there is still 

plenty to do at the lake. 

https://www.railwayreserves.com.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.railwayreserves.com.au/Documents/Railway%20Reserves%20Heritage%20Trail%20brochure.pdf
https://www.railwayreserves.com.au/Documents/Railway%20Reserves%20Heritage%20Trail%20brochure.pdf
https://www.railwayreserves.com.au/Pages/North/North.aspx
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/australia/western-australia/hovea-falls--2
https://trailswa.com.au/trails/eagles-view-walk
https://trailswa.com.au/trails/christmas-tree-creek-walk-trail
https://trailswa.com.au/trails/wildflower-walk-trail-john-forrest-np/about
https://trailswa.com.au/trails/glen-brook-trail-john-forrest-national-park
https://trailswa.com.au/trails/glen-brook-trail-john-forrest-national-park
https://www.railwayreserves.com.au/Pages/South/South.aspx
https://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/Recreationleisure/Lake/Pages/MountainBikeWalkTrails.aspx


Hiking, walking, trekking, rambling and tramping. Anyone that loves to explore on two feet is spoilt for 

choice in Perth Hills Mundaring. 
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https://parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/john-forrest

